European Parliament

February 9th, 2023
Dear High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell,

We, cross-party Members of the European Parliament and Members of national parliaments,
are urging the governments of the EU member states and the EEAS to boycott tomorrow’s
ceremony in Tehran for the anniversary of the Islamic revolution that brought this brutal
regime to power. Likewise, EU officials ought to stay away from any such regime
celebrations in Iranian embassies abroad.

Over the past 44 years, the Islamic Republic has murdered tens of thousands of Iranians and
has spread terror, misery and war throughout the region and beyond. Together with the
Assad regime and Russia, the regime in Iran has carried out horrific war crimes in a conflict
that has killed over 500,000 Syrians. Tehran is now intensifying its growing alliance with
Russia by supplying Moscow with Kamikaze drones designed to terrorize the Ukrainian
people and to destroy their critical infrastructure.

Over the past few months alone, the regime has killed over 500 Iranian protestors and
arrested some 20,000 people for the “crime” of demanding freedom, democracy and dignity
and above all equal rights for women. Women and even young girls are being harassed,
arrested, tortured, raped and murdered for simply refusing to wear the hijab or just for not

fully covering their hair. At least 100 Iranians are facing the death penalty over their

participation in protests following sham trials where the accused had just 15 minutes to
defend themselves.

It would be an inexcusable violation of our own values and a betrayal of the Iranian people
as well as the regime’s countless victims in the region and in Ukraine, if European
politicians and Ambassadors, or even low-ranking diplomats, “celebrated” the rise to power
of this odious regime. Any official European participation in these celebrations would play
into the hands of the Islamic Republic. The mullahs would like nothing more than to

demonstrate that despite their repression of the protests, it is “back to business as usual”
with the EU.
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There can only be one unified message from all EU capitals: We don’t shake hands with
butchers. We stand with the Iranian people. We stand with Ukraine.

Respectfully

P Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (EPP, Greece)
P Lukas Mandl (EPP, Austria)

P Petras AusStrevicius (Renew, Lithuania)

P Dietmar Koster (S&D, Germany)

P David Lega (EPP, Sweden)

P Niclas Herbst (EPP, Germany)

P Frédérique Ries (Renew, Belgium)

P Miriam Lexmann (EPP, Slovakia)

P Sara Skyttedal (EPP, Sweden)

P Lorant Vincze (EPP, Romania)

P Andrey Kovatchev (EPP, Bulgaria)

P Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew, Bulgaria)

P Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR, the Netherlands)
P Eleni Stavrou (EPP, Cyprus)

P Antonio Lopez-Isturiz White (EPP, Spain)
P Milan Zver (EPP, Slovenia)

P Radostaw Sikorski (EPP, Poland)

P Ilana Cicurel (Renew, France)

P Ljudmila Novak (EPP, Slovenia)

P Frangois-Xavier Bellamy (EPP, France)

P Alexander Yordanov (EPP, Bulgaria)

P Asim Ademov (EPP, Bulgaria)

EP Rasa Jukneviciené (EPP, Lithuania)

. MP Martin Engelberg (Austrian People’s Party, Austria)
. MP Michat Szczerba (Civic Platform, Poland)

. MP Constance Le Grip (Renaissance, France)
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. MP Caroline Yadan (Renaissance, France)
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. MP Jérémie Patrier-Leitus (Horizons, France)
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. MP Hadrien Ghomi (Renaissance, France)
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MP Philippe Guillemard (Renaissance, France)
MP Claire Guichard (Renaissance, France)
MP Patricia Lemoine (Agir, France)

MP Christophe Marion (Renaissance, France)
MP Joel Giraud (Renaissance, France)

MP Laurence Heydel Grillere (Renaissance, France)
MP Emmanuel Pellerin (Renaissance, France)
MP Jean-Franc¢ois Rousset (Renaissance, France)
MP Nicolas Pacquot (Renaissance, France)
MP Laurence Cristol (Renaissance, France)
MP Amelia Lakrafi (Renaissance, France)

MP Piotr Zgorzelski (Polish Coalition, Poland)
MP Liliana Tanguy (Renaissance, France)

MP Clara Chassaniol (Renaissance, France)
MP Frédéric Descrozaille (Renaissance, France)
MP Lysiane Metayer (Renaissance, France)
MP Philippe Fait (Renaissance, France)

MP Christine Decodts (Renaissance, France)
MP Xavier Roseren (UDI, France)

MP Véronique Riotton (Renaissance, France)
MP Annie Vidal (Renaissance, France)

MP Louis Margueritte (Renaissance, France)
MP Christine le Nabour (Renaissance, France)
MP Bertrand Sorre (Renaissance, France)

MP Pascal Lavergne (Renaissance, France)
MP Sarah Tanzilli (Renaissance, France)

MP Jean-Pierre Pont (Renaissance, France)
MP Brigitte Klinkert (Renaissance, France)
MP Anne-Laurence Petel (Renaissance, France)
MP Sophie Panonacle (Renaissance, France)
MP Natalia Pouzyreff (Renaissance, France)
MP Damien Abad (Renaissance, France)

MP Benoit Bordat (Renaissance, France)

MP Caroline Janvier (Renaissance, France)
MP Laure Miller (Renaissance, France)

MP Benjamin Haddad (Renaissance, France)
MP Lionel Vuibert (Renaissance, France)

MP Michele Peyron (Renaissance, France)

MP Freddy Sertin (Renaissance, France)

MP Anne Genetet (Renaissance, France)

MP Stéphane Buchou (Renaissance, France)
MP Vincent Ledoux (Renaissance, France)
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MP Mounir Belhamiti (Renaissance, France)

MP Stella Dupont (Renaissance, France)

MP Emilie Chandler (Renaissance, France)

MP Jean-Pierre Pont (Renaissance, France)

MP Fabienne Colboc (Renaissance, France)

MP Sabrina Agresti-Roubache (Renaissance, France)
MP Cécile Rilhac (Renaissance, France)

MP Julie Delpech (Renaissance, France)

MP Frangois Cormier-Bouligeon (Renaissance, France)
MP Anne Brugnera (Renaissance, France)

MP Pascale Boyer (Renaissance, France)

MP Thomas Rudigoz (Renaissance, France)

MP Michel Lauzzana (Renaissance, France)


https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/deputes/PA795508

