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Dear Mr Massimiliano Salini, 

Thank you, and your cosignatories, for your letter regarding waste shipments and the review of 
Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 (Waste Shipment Regulation). 

The European Green Deal and the new Circular Economy Action Plan have defined an ambitious 
agenda to put the EU economy on a circular path and also promote the circular economy transition 
at a global level. As part of this agenda, a clear roadmap has been set up for the revision of the EU 

rules on the shipment of waste in order to ensure that the EU would not export its waste challenges 
to third countries.  

The Commission is in a process of reviewing the Waste Shipment Regulation and aims to table a 

legislative proposal later this year.  

The current Waste Shipment Regulation already makes the export of waste conditional on the waste 

being managed in an environmentally sound manner in the countries of import. However, these 
provisions have been insufficiently implemented. This has indeed resulted in significant 
environmental problems created by the export of waste from the EU to countries where the waste 
was not managed in a sustainable manner. Addressing this implementation issue is a priority for the 
ongoing review of the Waste Shipment Regulation.  

As you indicate in your letter, EU exports of waste have increased considerably since the adoption 
of the Waste Shipment Regulation in 2006 and reached almost 33 million tonnes in 2020. With the 

ongoing review of the Waste Shipment Regulation, the Commission is working on solutions, which 
would limit waste exports and make sure that in case waste is exported, then only to countries that 
are provenly capable of dealing with it in an environmentally sound manner.  
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This approach envisages guarantees that waste exported from the EU does not generate harm for 
the environment or public health in the countries of destination, while still respecting the EU’s 
international obligations in the context of waste shipments.   

The revised Waste Shipment Regulation should help to increase standards for the treatment of 
waste globally and help to create a level playing field for a high quality recovery of waste.  

We remain at your disposal to discuss these issues further. The contact persons in the Commission 
are Mr Gaël de Rotalier (Gael.DE-ROTALIER@ec.europa.eu) and Mr Yorg Aerts 
(Yorg.AERTS@ec.europa.eu). 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 Frans Timmermans Virginijus Sinkevičius 
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